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Quote  

of the 

Month 

 

An important reward 

for a job well done 

is a personal sense 

of worthwhile 

achievement. 

 

MAJORIE LIDDY 

by DAVID TREMBLE 

 

Majorie Liddy is believed to be one of Bishop 

Gsell's 150 wives. 

She grew up as part of the Garden Point Mission 

on Melville Island. 

Majorie has out-lived her first husband Dennis 

Dunn and is now married to Lawrence Liddy. 

She has given birth to 12 beautiful children and 

is called mother by many young and old alike. 

Her cheeky grin disarms you from guessing the 

many sorrows and hardship she has endured. 

She possesses a childlike wonder and joy that 

springs from a deep compassion and love. 

 

David Tremble graduated with an Associate 

Diploma in Creative Arts from Goulburn, New 

South Wales TAFE in 1987. 

He has enjoyed painting and drawing a number 

of works including portraits and banners. 

In more recent years he has been mentored in iconography. 

The Portrait of a Senior Territorian Art Award has provided him with the incentive to com-

bine his love of painting with his love of the elders from his community. 

Portrait of a Senior Territorian Art Award 2010 

Senator Nigel Scullion’s winning photo 

Nigel took the 

photo in the 

community of 

Ranku on 

Bathurst Island 

on election day 

this year. The 

photo was 

judged among 

more than 70 

other entries 

from Federal 

politicians in 

the Politzer 

photography 

competition 

and was judged 

overall winner 

by 5 national press gallery journalists. We will soon be sending a print of the photograph 

on canvas to the Ranku community. 
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The Tiwi Islands Training and Employment Board (TITEB) has implemented skills passports on the Tiwi Islands. 

A comprehensive database has been established to electronically record individual’s skills in Literacy and          

Numeracy and Vocational Education and Training achievements. The database now has 1,260 entries and is backed 

up with hard copies of Certificates and Statements of Attainment in student files. 

Students who misplace there certificates, or are unsure of their training achievements can request copies of their 

training portfolios form the Board.  Also reports by Industry types can be provided to employers which highlight 

those people on the Islands who already possess skills in the areas they are recruiting in which assists them when 

recruiting employees for new positions. 

Students who achieve a Certificate II qualification and above are issued with an Identification card with their     

picture and a profile of the qualifications they have achieved which they can carry in their wallet. 

The Tiwi Islands has a substantial pool of qualified Tiwi people and is well placed to participate in any future    

economic development activities.  159 Tiwi have completed a Certificate II level course, 121 have completed a 

Certificate III, 26 have completed a Certificate IV, 4 have completed a Diploma and 5 have completed an           

Advanced Diploma.  These qualifications have been gained in: Art and Craft, Business Studies, Carpentry, Remote 

Area Local Government, Teaching Support, Retail, Children’s Services, Aged Care Work, Cleaning, Sport and 

Recreation, Primary Teaching, Baking, Coxswains Ticket, Forestry, Environmental Land Management, Plumbing, 

Essential Services Operations, Health, Workplace Training and Assessment and Security Operations. 

110 Tiwi are currently engaged in Apprenticeships through the TITEB Group Training Company as shown below: 

 
 

 

Apprenticeship Number in Training 

Certificate III in Carpentry 19 

Certificate IV in Business 11 

Certificate III in Business 16 

Certificate II in Business 10 

Certificate III in Children’s Services 21 

Certificate II in Environmental Land Management 2 

Certificate III in Environmental Land Management 5 

Certificate III in Indigenous Education Work 8 

Certificate III In Sport and Recreation 5 

Certificate III in Civil Construction (Plant Operations) 4 

Certificate II in Forestry 2 

Certificate III in Plumbing 1 

Certificate III in Commercial Cooking 1 

Certificate III in Retail 3 

Certificate II in Automotive Studies 2 

TOTAL 110 

Tiwi Islands Implements Skills Passports. 

November & December 2010 

If you haven’t 

got your skills 

passport yet 

 contact Andrew 

on 89415988. 
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In Loving Memory of Matthew Abraham Wonaeamirri 

November & December 2010 

Born: 14th day of April 1947          Returned to Eternal Life: 14th November 2010  

 

Beloved Husband of:                      Rosabelle & Rosaline (dec) 

Beloved Father of:                          Matthew jnr, Pedro, Simona, Austin, Victor and Selina 

Grandfather of:                               Caitlyn, Elenora, John Michael, Roslyn and Frankie 

Brother of:                                    Nellie 

Uncle of:                           Niece Daphne and Grand-children Taleta and Misman 

A founder of our Land Council (1978); our Chairman (1997-2003); Manager and Executive Director (1995 – 

2010); a founder of our Tiwi College (2003-2010);  President of the Tiwi Football League and Vice-President of 

the Tiwi Bombers. 

Delegate and Director of government authorities and 

Tiwi private corporations over 30 years. 

A man of goodness whose magnetism attracted the best among his count-

less friends throughout Australia and the International community.  

The Chairman and Members 

Mourn the loss of a great Tiwi Leader in the traditions of our people. 

A life that inspired our hopes and our courage and brought  

honour and prestige to us all. 

We have lost a champion whose memory lives on across the lands he loved 

and in the determined strengths he knew were the identity of our people. 

We thank Rosebelle, Pedro, Austin, Matthew Jnr, Simona, Selina, Victor, and Grandchildren Caitlin, Elenora, John, 

Roslyn and Franka, for sharing this remarkable life for the benefit of us all. 

We hold your family with love and gratitude through these grieving sorrow days, and into the security and harmony 

that a Husband, Father and Friend worked and planned to be our tomorrow. 
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Last weekend I was privileged to be involved in one of those experiences you never forget. In support of my little 

buddy (brother boy) Aussie Wonaeamirri, the MFC organised for 10 players and 3 staff to attend his father’s fu-

neral on the Tiwi Islands, set for Monday the 29th of November. Luckily for us all, due to the limited facilities to 

transport people to Tiwi we had to depart on Saturday, spending a few days in the Top End. This allowed us to be 

able to get involved in the community and support the celebration throughout Darwin and Tiwi for Aussie’s father 

and represent the MFC. 

Story by Nathan Jones #2 Melbourne Football Club 

November & December 2010 

It was a bright and early start on the Saturday morning. 

4.45am for me it was a real killer, especially after a big 

week on the training track. We arrived in Darwin mid-

morning and headed for some food at the local shopping 

mall. We’d gone two weeks without seeing Aussie and 

the boys were stoked to see him. It was all worth the 

effort to see his smile when we caught up with him. 

From there we headed to the local footy. Two teams 

close to the Wonaeamirri family – St Mary’s VS Tiwi 

Bombers -were playing off in a tribute game. Before the 

game some training had to be done. The boys got 

straight into a gym session in a shoebox sized gym. We 

all still managed to nail all the exercises we do within 

our new state of the art facility at AAMI park, however 

you couldn’t compare to the heat factor, even with an 

air con blowing to try and cool us. 
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The game was a highlight of the weekend and I tell you what, there is plenty of 

Indigenous talent running around. Speed, skills and footy clinics were being put 

on all over the place and the boys really got into it, with the majority of us sup-

porting the Tiwi Bombers because of their cult figure full forward Ephren, who 

put on a show with kicking 8 goals 1. We finished up with some formalities with 

Bails (Dean Bailey) presenting the cup and BOG (best on ground) to Tiwi after 

they finished up pumping St Mary’s. 

A quiet night was on the cards and the boys just chilled out from a long day. The 

highlight though was big Jake “Pencil” Spencer Dominating the “Jacks Chal-

lenge” at Outback Jacks Steak House. The challenge: eat a 1Kg steak, wedges 

and vegetables in half hour, “My Man” Pencil demolished it in a little over 20 

minutes! It was classic to see, the boy can eat! 

Another early start Sunday, a training session done, and we were off to Tiwi. We got our chartered plane and a 15 

minute flight and 10 minute drive later and we were in Aussie’s home town Snake Bay. We checked into some 

pretty neat accommodation, with air-conditioning and a TV for the cricket, and then got straight into it. Aussie had 

organized for us to go fishing. However after we checked in we realized we were now on Tiwi time. Named after 

how cruisy and laid back the Indigenous people are and their no rush approach to anything. So while the boats were 

being prepped we cruised with the local kids and strolled through the community talking to the beautiful people 

who were so pumped to see us all. 

After an hour or two wait-

ing, the boats were ready 

and a great day unfolded. 

Relaxing with Aus and 

catching plenty of fish 

with the boys was no bet-

ter way spend the Arvo. A 

few of Aussies mates 

came along for the ride 

and the hunting stories 

were gold. They speared 

some crab, and taught us 

all the tricks in using a 

hand reel to catch the fish. 

One thing that really got 

me was the sun though. 

Damn she was hot, humid 

and I got torched even 

with my double coat of 

30+. 

At dusk, to cool off, Aus-

sie and his mates took to a 

few of the boys up to the 

waterfalls and swimming holes. Jumping off the cliffs and swimming in the pools were such a good way to cool off 

from the pelting sun and heat. Aussie’s mate Simon Black provided the entertainment at the waterfall impersonat-

ing all of Aussies mates and Aussie which was a classic moment even though non of us white fellas had any idea 

what he was talking about. 

Pretty smashed from a full day on the water, the boys were lucky enough to have the master chef himself Aaron 

Davey on the BBQ cooking up the Dew fish fillets, salad and rice for us all. A huge feast that night was everything 

we needed. 

After dinner we were all invited to a traditional Healing Ceremony. Run by the families in the community, mainly 

the women, they sing songs to mourn the death of a loved one. This ritual was very traditional but showed a huge 

unity of all the people and the importance of family and to unite to support the Wonaeamirri family as one.  

Story by Nathan Jones #2 Melbourne Football Club 

November & December 2010 



We were all honoured and lucky to be asked to be involved and we showed as much support as we could to Aus 

and his family and friends. We all were anointed through a smoke type ritual and held hands with all the ladies who 

sung and danced. It was such a surreal experience that I’ll never forget. What a privilege to be apart of such tradi-

tion. 

The following morning was the funeral of Aus’s father and little did we know but we would be again offered an 

opportunity to partake in the ceremony and support the family in such a big way. Dressed in club uniform, we all 

united as one to represent the MFC and I was really proud to be a part of our footy club and to be there representing 

it. Meanwhile, back in Melbourne the whole footy club stood in a minute’s silence and wore black arm bands to 

honour Mr Wonaeamirri. No doubt had all the boys been able to attend they would have loved to, but no doubt we 

all felt the same way whether there or not. Seeing Aus and his brothers traditionally dressed and painted was awe-

some and would have made their dad proud. Funerals are such a sombre time and a real time to reflect and mourn, 

however the proudest moment for me was to be able to circle the coffin and see it draped in a Melbourne Flag. It 

showed a true sign of respect for the family of Aus’s father who was such a prominent figure and so highly re-

garded in such a beautiful community and I hope for Aus and his community we showed how much we love him 

and how important he and his people are to our big MFC family. More could be said but the day was a such an indi-

vidual experience, it’s almost to hard to explain it; the privilege, honour and how proud I was to be able to be there 

were just some of the emotions I felt. 

Upon leaving Tiwi and flying out in the little 12 seat plane, I began to reflect and realize what I’d just been in-

volved in. It was something I’ll never forget. The funeral and traditional experiences, the rituals and mourning, the 

beautiful people, seeing my great mate in his element. The Indigenous people represent the true meaning of family, 

something I whole heartedly appreciated. What made me proud was how football draws people together; how much 

they appreciate you and how it impacts their lives – what an honour we have and what beautiful people they are. 

Everything I experienced in the few days on Tiwi was something I will hold onto forever. I know we did all we 

could to support Aus and I cant wait till he’s back in action. He’ll no doubt be back stronger and better after getting 

through this terrible tragedy and we are all majorly behind him. 

Thank you to the Tiwi people of Snake Bay, I’ll be back soon, no doubt.                                 RIP Mr Wonaeamirri 
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Story by Nathan Jones #2 Melbourne Football Club 

November & December 2010 
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Merry Christmas to all, from everyone at the 

Tiwi Bombers. 

We hope that you have a lovely Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Thanks for all of your support for the season so 

far and hopefully that support will continue 

through for the remainder of the  season to help 

make it a successful one for the Football Club. 

If you are still looking for that special gift for a 

loved one/s, a Tiwi Bombers membership may 

be just  what they’re after. 



TITEB Christmas Closure Dates 

Tiwi Times 
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Tiwi 
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Circulating throughout Melville 

and Bathurst Islands which 

include the Communities of 

Pirlangimpi, Milikapiti, 

Wurrumiyanga & Ranku  

Articles For The Tiwi 

Times 

If you have any articles 

which you would like to go 

into the January Tiwi Times 

please email them to us at 

tiwitimes@titeb.com  

We try our hardest to get 

your Tiwi Times out by the 

end of each month and it 

would be appreciated if you 

could have your articles for 

the next Times to us by: 

Monday the 24th of  January 

2011 

TITEB OFFICE IN DARWIN 

Closed from Monday 20th December 2010 

Re-Opening Monday 17th January 2011 

TITEB TRAINING CENTRES 

& MONEY MANAGEMENT 

Wurrumiyanga (Nguiu), Pirlangimpi, Milikapiti 

Closed from Friday 24th December 2010 

Re-Opening Tuesday 4th January 2011 

 

Seasons greetings from the 

Directors and Staff of TITEB 

November & December 2010 


